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ate 30 years non

As far as legendary Australian bands go, there is none other that has kept
working continually for thirty years with more than half its original
lineup. While they lost a keyboard player and replaced a drummer, the
three foundation members are still out there on the road. These days The
Radiators are tighter than ever, and can fear up a corporate or a pub gig
with originals that spawned 15 albums — two platinum and two gold.

The Radiators have been
going 30 years now, what are
some of the strangest things
that have happened?

in the band, it makes me feel young!

Do you still have to make the
coffee?
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arange ball. We went 'what the hell was thar? It looked like

some kind of bird on fire, | thought mavbe it was a flaming
owl or something. We should have pulled up and looked
for it, because apparently thevre worth a lot of money! The
trouble started when we raok the hire car back — they said
‘what happened® and we said we got hit by a meteorite,
They said sure, right. We'd already been in trouble — the
road crew had written off one truck and three cars, we were

rUnning

goout of hire car companies, We were on our last one.

BIRIAN: [t looked like someone had got a flaming axe and it
was dented in.

FIE55: It was all down to the metal,

GEOTT: Another foot and it would have been in my lap...

MARK: 5o if vou had have accelerated a bit, vou could have
had somerhing steaming hot in your lap..

GEOFT: Yeah, that had been travelling for 800 million vears!

MARK: Not like he's got something steaming hot in his lap
already!

(Much laughter)

BREAN: And then it would be, 'so vou guys have been around
for twelve vears...

What about the UFO story?

BRIAN: True storv. We plaved in Canberra, | was driving
back and ar Lake George, which was always o bit spooky
hecause sometimes it's full of water and sometimes it isn't
and we were just travelling along and T looked ourt the side
and it looked like an acroplane and my fisst thought was it
hiad all irs cabin lights on. [ leoked ar it, back ar the road,
anel irowas still there, Other people noticed it as well, and
then it went up a little and then zoof - it went off with a
litele trail. Evervone was stunned,

Have you lived the rock and roll dream?

GEOFF: At some stage, bits of all of them,

MARK: And nightmares.

BRIAN: The dream’s tempered by long stays in maotels,
hanging around airports, and driving for twelve hours,

What's the biggest gig you ever did?

BRLAN: 120 thousand people. Steps of the Opera House,
Concert of the Decade at the start of the 807,
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The most-trusted wireless monitoring
system gets even better.

The latest generation of evolution wireless; G3 Is feature

rich and comes with some of the most advanced state of art
technclogy on the market. The EE 300 IEM bodypatk Is no
exception; setting a standand by which all other monitoring
systems will be jdged. The EK 300 IEM compact recesver
featwres new adaptive diversity technology for super-reliable
reception. The headphone cable ks utilized as a second
antenna to banish audio dropouts. Additionally, thanks tc
features like, intwitive meny navegation a highly-visibde baciiit
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phic display and a 42 MH: bandwidth offering 1680

G
tuneable UHF frequencies for interference-free recepthon,
the EK300 bodypack will offer rock solsd perfoemance in any

applcation, Audition a system today!
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Svdney,

BRIAN: We mer at the Bondi Lifesaver,
wot on the bus and when we gor to the
edpe of the forecourt it took us half
an hour to get in, Took evervone by
surprise,

GEOPE: There were three new bands on
the bill = Misex, Menral as Anvthing
and The Radiators,

Did you think ‘Well, we've

arrived then’?

GEOFT: [t was a couple of vears
later, BO,000 people at Narara all as
ane behind what we were doing, A
celebration of Aussie music.

What about the Spinal Tap

moments?

GEOVFF: Every night really. ..

MARK: 1 saw that movie at a tender age,

and now [ look back and every scene
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has happened to me. Including the
record store appearance... Not anly
where no ane turns up, we did one in
Kalmoorlie where the store didn't even
kﬂl?"l\ 1""I'I1'; wiers 1||.'||'|i'|'|;_" 1|.'|"'I. ."l'l'\'rl_' |.|.|.“ l]l.'l
and say ‘T1i, we're The Radiators’ and
they say ‘Sorry we're closing, closing...”
We'd flown in to WA and driven out
in a lire car, we were doing 200kph,

FESS: Someone told us thers was
no speed limit, Bur thar was in the
Morthern territory, so we were only out
by 3,000 kilometres.

BRIAN: 5o | got booked. By a copper

who'd seen us at Dapto Leagues club!

So, after 30 years what's the
best thing about still being
together?

PESS: Mot having to audition new guys!

BRIAN: It%s a great job hecause i's

the only job in the world where they
[NSIST that you drink before vou stare
wiork!
GEOEFT: They say 'Come on boys, drink
up — get some Tequila into vou'!
MARK: You always feel like vou're going
somewhere — it's almost like the whaole

country becomes your backyard.

So which of the lessons from
those thirty years do you
wish you’d learned a whole
lot earlier?

BRIAN: The one about the money! We
just earned millions and millions of
dollars, and are sall renting.

GLEOEL: In the old davs our manager
would walk our wich bags and bags
of cash, there’d be 1,300 people on
Tuesday night at u gig. Ten, fifteen
thousand in cash, and that'd happen
six nights @ week. They kept you that
busy vou never had rime to check.
Then it would be ‘Sorry bowvs, it all
gone’! Recording, whatever, confused,
bedagzled. ..

BRIAMN: Three or four hire cars, a semi
rrailer, 18 road crew. ..

MARK: There were twice as many crew
as bund, they'd turn up in new cars and
we turn up in our old bangers, .

G EOFE: Then they'd proceed to roll
them. ..

MARK: And do donuts in ovals with
puys hanging off the roof!

How many people have
you seen in this business
get ripped off by shonky
managers and agents?

I'ESS: Fvervone! All the best bands!

MARK: You have 1o get ripped off!

FIES5: In our case, you're concentrating
on being creative and writing and the

shows and all the rest 15 being looked

atter.
BRIAMN: What about the vear we did 367
pigs — more sips than there were days!

GEOFE: If vou gor a day off, you drove
a thousand Ks... if vou had a day off
vou didn’t want to go and check how
things were going you wanted o spend
it with your family, It was silly, we
trusted too many people. We were just
cruising along on a wave. They just rell
vou we've got heaps of money, it's all
paing good, leave it to us hoys, people
vou believe and trust in as brothers end
up shafting yvou. It's a real shock to the
system,

MARK: One day you wake up and your
taxes haven't been done for three vears.

BRIAMN: That's what it @ot down to — we
faad this massive bill, a hundred and
seventy thousand bucks after working
fifteen vears already, So back out, bovs,
around the country a couple more times,
S0 was either thar, or go o jail,

GEOFEF: Five states in three days.

MARK: Drunk, sober and stoned!

GEOFE: That's right, all those stares!
We didn't waste it all though - we
spent four hundred thousand on
partying, four hundred thousand on
fun and mucking around, We muse

have wasted the rest!

How much has technology
changed what you do?

FI55: Lots, heaps, cheaper, smaller,
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MARK: Telephones! In the old days
vou had 1o give the missus the phone
nurher ar the morel and be there ar
a certain time, vou couldn’t call ot
Because Tt cost too much so vou waired
for a call. Sat nav: gold! Four guys with
a torch trying to find & motel, Not
mood.

FIES5: We had huge erews, they had o
carry huge PAs.

GEOFF: In the old days every Rad had
a roadie,

MARK: And an assistant. The drum
tech would turn up and he wouldn't set
up the drums — he'd direer prople o

setup the drums! Tune them up, and

o and hang with the band!

What is it about your new
school that excites you the
most?

MARK: It's a great opportunity to put
something back. T've taughr music
privately for a long rime, bur there’s a
million musicians thar never get out of
the bedroom, It's the music business,
half music and half business, If you're
good at the music and hopeless at
the business, vou're not going to get
anywhere. [lopefully we can bridge
thar gap. And get some quality songs
out there.

BIIAN: Pve taughe a couple of choirs
in recent years and the feeling you get
from helping is amazing, and to be able
to \.ll'l that in an environment [ kenow
inside out is a great thing!

GEOFEF: What [ like is that [ live

nearhby...

FESS: My daughter is a really good

singer and | would have liked
something like this to oxist to help her
;q‘[ thr '“Hll'

GEOFEF: How to recognise double ralk
from agents. Ho o recopnise bullshin, T
tailed that course the first time,

MARK: There's lots of people wha can
play really well in the bedroom at low
level, vou pur them on stage and they
turn it up and have a bad experience.
There's a lor that goes into it on stage.
They go back to the day job. Welll
have a whaole lot of people out there

[ %

whao know what they're doing.
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DISCOGRAPHY

* Feel The Hear — 1980
(platinum}

You Have
Eemain Silent - 1982
(platinum)
am Of The Real — 1983
1)
s A Gamble — 1984

] 4
In Their Element — 1995
Stone — 1995

25th Anniversary CD - 2004
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[ Design a sophisticated, angled-multipath HF Horm throat that modifies the
natural low Q harn to perfectly match the 15° enclosure.

[ source highest quality neodymium driver for optimum performance

E Integrate o HF Shoding switch for use in single-amp mode which optimizes high
frequency response for single-box or multi-box arrays, or inserts a correction filter
for the high frequency air loss encountered in long throw applications.

[ Design saphisticated integral rigging systern with 10:1 safety factor that allows
enclosures to be joined together by one person using oy one hand.
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[ Desi fly bar that also doubles d stack base and include M10
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